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Capital Region Nordic Alliance’s jointly run ParaNordic program with US ParaNordic was the first group to use the new snow machine made and groomed snow trails October 23-29,2017…Pictures to follow
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Snow factory lets Adirondack ski center
set all-time season record
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By Brian Nearing Published 1:56 pm, Thursday, April 26, 2018

Ensto: M. Van Hosvenserg Sk Caniar

IMAGE 10F 4

Snow is blown out of a tube connected to the Snow Factory, an ltalian-made artificial snow machine that helped the Mt
Van Hoevenberg cross-country ski center in the Adirondacks set a record season of 157 days .. more
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Lake Placid

There used to be a rule known to all cross-country skiers: If it doesn't snow, you can't
ski

That rule no longer applies at the Mt. Van Hoevenberg ski center outside of Lake
Placid, where an Italian-made snow machine can make tons of snow any day of the
year, no matter what the temperature.
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Thanks to the half-million dollar machinery, the center just concluded a 157-day ski
season on April 22, shattering its former record by some three weeks, said center
Manager Kris Cheney- Seymour.

Made by TechnoAlpin, the machinery that resembles a tractor trailer is Van
Hoevenberg's answer to an increasingly spotty winter snow season. It can create two
tons of snow in an hour, and enough snow in a day to cover a kilometer of trail

The machine allowed the center to guarantee snow so it could open Oct. 20 — when
temperatures hit 80— for an event for disabled skiers. And this winter, its artificial
snow helped patch thin spots on trails after rain and warm temperatures.

Itis the only machine of its type at a North American ski center, said Cheney-Seymour.
The center added the machine during the 2016-17 ski season, which extend that
season to 137 days, compared to just 37 days the previous year when snow was

sparse.

There are now about 20 such machines in use worldwide, including ski centers in New
Zealand, Scotland and Austria. A Scotland ski center recently set up an online
crowdfunding campaign to encourage skiers to help acquire the machine.
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"At Van Hoevenberg, we think that we can cover about 7.5 kilometers of our trails with
man-made snow pretty easily, if we have to, and that includes a mix of beginner and
advanced terrain,” said Cheney-Seymour.

Crews tested out the gun on the Fourth of July just to see if could make snow then,
and it worked just fine, he added. "Some of our visitors saw these piles of snow and
started throwing snowballs around, and making snowmen,” he said.

While the machine can protect the center from snow droughts, it cannot completely
replace Mother Nature, at least not yet. Van Hoevenberg has about 50 kilometers of
trails, some of which are remote,and transporting snow to all of that would be
logistically difficult, said Cheney-Seymour.




